"OLD  ECONOMY." 

Socialism,  in  the  abstract,  is  always  an  interesting  study.  As  to  practical 
experiments,  those  of  the  Harmony  Society,  (Harmony,  Pennsylvania,  1S05---1815; 
New  Harmony,  Indiana,  1814 — 1825,  and  Economy,  Pennsylvania,  1824—1905,)  are 
perhaps  the  most  noteworthy  of  all  time. 

This  Society  reached  its  high  mark  of  prosperity  about  1829—1832;  at 
least  at  that  time  there  was  a  movement  on  foot  to  have  the  State  Legislature  dissolve 
the  Society  "because  its  commercialism  dominates  the  markets  and  threatens  to  engulf 
Western  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Ohio  Valley  throughout  its  length." 

However,  in  1832  one  third  of  the  Society  seceeded,  and  from  that  time 
the  Society  declined,  until  in  December,  1905,  there  remained  but  two  members — Mrs. 
John  S.  Duss  and  Franz  Gilmann.    Thereupon  the  Society  was  formally  dissolved. 

In  May,  1910,  action  was  taken  by  the  State  to  escheat  the  property  as 
formerly  of  the  Society,  including  some  two  thousand  acres  of  land  and  a  number  of 
buildings.  Legal  technicalities  prolonged  the  suit  to  an  extent  that  forebode  the  dissipa- 
tion of  the  entire  assets  at  stake.  The  Legislature  therefore,  in  1915  passed  a  resolu- 
tion whereby  the  Commonwealth  was  to  receive  the  sum  of  $15,000,  and  in  addition 
was  to  be  given  title  to  the  Great  House  square,  which  includes  the  garden,  also  that 
part  of  the  Music  HcJl  block,  v/hich  includes  the  Music  Hall,  Wine  Cellars,  Carpenter 
Shop,  Community  Kitchen,  Store  and  two  typical  "Economite"  dwellings.  The  terms 
of  this  resolution  were  carried  out. 

The  Commonwealth  having  acquired  the  title  to  these  typical  buildings  and 
grounds,  the  question  was—what  should  become  of  them  ?  Fortunately  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Historical  Commission  had  come  into  being  shortly  befoi*e  that  time,  its  object  and 
purpose  being  to  preserve  and  restore  historic  landmarks,  to  erect  monuments,  etc., 
and  it  v/as  therefore  entirely  appropriate  that  the  State  by  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  in 
1919,  placed  the  custody  of  this  property  in  this  Commision,  of  which  Governor  Sproul 
had  formerly  been  chairman,  now  succeeded  by  Mr.  William  H.  Stevenson  of  Pittsburgh. 

The  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  is  empowered  under  the  terms  of 
the  Act  creating  it  to  delegate  to  local  organizations  the  actual  care  and  maintenance  of 
buildings  and  historic  landmarks,  and  in  pursuance  of  that  power  it  entrusted  the  care 
of  these  buildings  and  grounds  to  an  association  which  had  recently  been  chartered  in 
Beaver  County,  calling  itself  the  Harmony  Society  Historical  Association.  The  incorpo- 
rators were  all  deeply  interested  in  the  past  history  of  the  Harmonites,  and  felt  that 
some  steps  should  be  taken  to  preserve  the  atmosphere,  the  traditions  and  at  least  some 
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of  the  buildings  and  possessions  of  the  Society.  The  officers  and  directors  of  the 
Association  are  Gilbert  A.  Hays,  President;  John  M.  Tate  Jr.,  Vice  President;  Charles 
A.  Dickson,  Treasurer;  Franklin  T.  Nevin,  Secretary;  Robert  T.  M.  McCready,  T.  E. 
Bilquist  and  Frederick  Knoedler.  Upon  this  association  therefore  devolves  the  interest- 
ing task  of  rehabilitating,  repairing,  and  so  far  as  possible,  restoring  these  properties  so 
that  they  shall  always  be,  as  recited  in  the  Act  of  Assembly,  "A  public  park  and  memo- 
rial, to  be  known  as  Old  Economy,"  and  shall  become  a  real  historic  landmark,  to  be 
sought  out  and  visited  by  the  tourist,  and  moreover  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  citizens  of 
Economy  and  Ambridge  as  a  civic  center,  the  home  of  various  local  activities 
and  organizations. 

Inasmuch  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duss  are  the  owners  of  the  paintings,  furniture 
and  other  relics  requisite  for  the  exhibit  to  be  installed,  the  success  of  the  project  de- 
pends, largely,  on  their  co-operation.  They  have  been  elected  first  Honorary  Life 
Members  of  the  Association,  and  have  promised  to  do  whatsoever  within  their  power 
lies  in  furtherance  of  the  project. 

Donations  of  any  amount  are  always  welcome,  but  we  request  particularly 
that  every  public  spirited  citizen  in  the  Valley  apply  for  one  of  the  memberships  set 
forth  in  the  By-Laws,  to  the  end  that  there  may  be  saved  to  us  this  antique  cameo  in  its 
industrial  setting,  the  Great  House  with  its  furnishings,  famous  paintings,  and  other  me- 
mentos of  George  Rapp  and  his  successors,  yet  available,  and  the  quaint  walled  gar- 
den, the  Music  Hall,  Banquet  Hall  and  ancient  Community  Kitchen,  the  Carpenter  and 
Cabinet  Shops,  with  their  interesting  array  of  hand-made  tools;  the  Print  Shop  with  its 
primitive  press,  the  antiquated  fire  engine,  the  rich  silks,  reminiscent  of  the  first  Amer- 
can  silk-worm  culture  and  silk  manufacture,  and  other  curious  and  instructive  relics  of 
what  was  perhaps  the  most  important  experiment  in  communal  living  in  the 
history  of  the  v/orld. 

Application  for  membership,  accompanied  by  the  proper  fee,  may  be  made 
to  any  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  to  an  Honorary  Life  Member. 

Economy,  Pennsylvania,  December  1,  1920. 


